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Bats — Trapping of, and Protection of Food Against. (Proclamation Jan. 2, 1913.) 

The following amendment to section 3 of Sanitary Rules and Regulations No. 3, as 
promulgated in Administrative Bulletin No. 45, having been approved by the Execu- 
tive Council on October 17, 1912, is hereby promulgated for the information and 
guidance of all concerned : 

Section 1. Section 3 of the Rules and Regulations, entitled "Sanitary Rules and 
Regulations No. 3 — Ratproofing of all buildings and outhouses in Porto Rico,'' 
approved July 11, 1912, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

"Sec. 3. In no dwelling house or building shall food, remnants of food, or other 
matter which may be made use of by rats, be kept, except when placed in pantries, 
storerooms, or receptacles constructed so as to be inaccessible to said rodents. Any 
person occupying said houses or buildings, whether tenant, owner, or lessee, shall 
supply the same with one or more rat traps of a pattern approved by the director of 
sanitation, which traps shall be set and baited, the bait to be changed twice each week. 
The aforesaid traps shall be inspected daily by the owner or lessee, and all rate captured 
therein may be sent to the department of sanitation or the same shall be delivered to 
an authorized employee thereof, who may also inspect the said traps from 8 a. m. to 
6 p.m.: Provided, That the owner or lessee may destroy the said rats by fire when not 
collected by the employees of the sanitation department within the time of 24 hours 
from and after the capture thereof." 

Plumbers — Licensing of. (Proclamation Jan. 2, 1913.) 

The following amendments to sections 9 and 13 of Sanitary Regulations No. 7, 
entitled "Regulations governing plumbing and sewering in Porto Rico," as pro- 
mulgated in Administrative Bulletin No. 52, having been approved by the Execu- 
tive Council on December 27, 1912, are hereby promulgated for the information and 
guidance of all concerned : 

"Sec 9. Applicants for licenses as journeyman plumbers must be at least 18 years 
of age, and applicants for licenses as master plumbers must be at least 21 years of 
age and properly qualified as to knowledge and experience in the plumbing business. 
The application must be made to the plumbing board on blank forms provided for 
the purpose and must be accompanied by a certificate of good character and a state- 
ment as to the time that the applicant has been engaged in the plumbing business, 
said certificate to be signed by at least three reputable citizens of Porto Rico. 

"Sec. 13. For the licenses issued, as provided in section 7 hereof, master and 
journeyman plumbers shall pay, respectively, $5 and $2, as provided by section 5 of 
the law of sanitation. Upon the payment of said license dues, the director of sanita- 
tion shall issue badges to said plumbers, which shall be worn by them while on duty, 
and shall be shown upon request to any plumbing inspector or health officer: Pro- 
vided, That applicants for licenses as journeyman plumbers proceeding from the 
Boys' Charity School shall be exempted from the payment of $2 as license dues." 

Buildings, Yards, and Vacant Lots— Sanitary Maintenance of. (Proclamation Jan. 

28, 1913.) 

Section 1. A.11 houses, edifices, and outhouses are subject to sanitary inspection 
by the service of sanitation in accordance with the provisions set forth in section 30 
of the law of sanitation now in force, and the owners, lessees, and tenants of same are 
under obligation to carry out the sanitary repairs or alterations which may be ordered 
in each case, and also to the limit the number of inhabitants in proportion to the air 
space of each room. 

Sec. 2. The owner or tenant, as the case may be, must see that all the different 
sections of the house are kept strictly clean; that no household waste or rubbish is 
allowed to accumulate therein, nor on flat roofs, in yards, alleyways, and environs; 
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that no water is allowed to stagnate; and that no coconut husks, empty cans, nor 
injurious substances, nor such as may used as food or shelter by rats, be thrown out. 
Building material shall only be allowed to be deposited in vacant spaces when the 
house itself is to undergo repairs. 

Sec. 3. Gardens, parks, and vacant lots must be kept clean, but the right is re- 
served to cultivate therein flowers, plants, or grass, fruit trees or coconut trees, the 
latter to be properly protected against rodents. 

Sec 4. All vacant lots or unimproved sites which are within the urban zone, or 
within a town, must be fenced in and kept clean from underbrush, provided that said 
vacant lots or parcels of land may be utilized for gardens or orchards. They shall not 
be used as permanent deposits for lumber and other building material nor for second- 
hand articles, nor as a dumping place for rubbish, unless the same shall be burned 
within a maximum period of 48 hours. 

Sec 5. All houses or edifices must be provided with water for domestic purposes to 
the quantity of not less than 150 available liters for each inhabitant. They shall also 
be provided with a sufficient number of faucets on each floor. 

Sec 6. When, for lack of payment of water taxes, any municipality shall proceed 
to cut off the water supply from any house or edifice, said municipality shall imme- 
diately forward to the director of sanitation a list of such contributors as have failed to 
make payments, specifying the name, place of residence, and sums charged to each, 
and as soon as this list has been received the director of sanitation shall immediately 
notify the owner, owners, or agent of the said house or edifice, who within a period of 
24 hours (which period can not be extended), dating from the receipt of said notifi- 
cation, shall proceed to pay in full all taxes and overcharge dues for which he is 
indebted. 

Sec 7. If said owner, owners, or agent shall fail to pay the said amount in full 
within the specified time the director of sanitation or sanitary authority to whom the 
right may appertain shall pay the account in full, and the municipality shall at once 
renew the water supply. 

Sec 8. The sanitary authority shall notify the owner, owners, or agent that within 
another period of 24 hours the amount paid out by the sanitary authority must be 
refunded to the director of sanitation, as well as all expenses incurred, in accordance 
with article 31 of the law of sanitation now in force; and if the owner, owners, or agent 
should refuse to refund said amount after receiving notification of same, he shall be 
liable to punishment in accordance with article 33 of the law of sanitation, without 
prejudice to the liability incurred under the civil law and to the fees which, for filing 
notification of the expenses incurred, are authorized in the last paragraph of article 33 
of the law of sanitation. 

Sec. 9. In all houses or edifices, all cisterns, tanks, or other deposits for water shall 
be kept in such manner that they will not impart dampness to the living rooms and 
that they will not receive nitrations from pipes or cesspools, and they shall be kept 
tightly covered with mosquito-proof wire-screened covers, and only such fountains 
and jets of water as shall be constantly supplied with running water shall be allowed. 

Sec 10. In houses or edifices which are equipped for occupancy, an adequate 
number of baths and showers shall be installed, and this requirement shall be essential 
if intended for rental. 

Sec. 11. The floors of bathrooms, kitchens, and water-closets must be of imper- 
meable material, and the walls, if of stone, must be reenforced to a height of 1J meters 
with the same material, and if of wood must be painted in oil paints. 

Sec. 12. Kitchens shall be provided with chimneys and hoods which will insure the 
free outlet of smoke and gases. Said chimneys must be kept constantly in good work- 
ing order, provided that this section shall not be applicable to kitchens in which elec- 
tricity, gas, or oil is used. 
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Sec. 13. All houses or edifices, as well as outhouses and the plumbing systems of 
same, must be kept in good sanitary condition. Inner walls, as well as all doors and 
windows, must be kept smooth and free from cracks and properly painted or white- 
washed. In localities where wooden buildings are authorized, care shall be taken to 
see that the walls and beams of same are kept in good condition, free from rotten or 
worm-eaten wood and that they are properly painted . The roofs shall be kept in good 
condition so. as to avoid dampness within the dwelling. Roofs, ceilings, double par- 
titions, walls, and floors shall be kept in rat-proof condition . 

Sec. 14. No underground cellar or room shall be used as a dwelling. When one of 
the sides of the floor, however, is situated above the natural level of the site, the same 
may be inhabited, but no part of a site whose floor is situated more than 1} meters 
below the natural level of the soil may be destined for habitation. The outside walls 
and floors of these sites must be rendered impermeable to moisture by building them 
of concrete or by reenforcing those made of stone with the same impermeable material, 
and in every case they must be situated on lands that are well drained . 

Sec. 15. In towns provided with aqueducts, sewers, or sewerage system, all houses 
and edifices must be provided with water-closets which have been approved and have 
therefore been accepted as serviceable and which have free discharge into the said 
sewer, to the exclusion of any other system of latrine. In towns not provided with 
aqueducts or sewerage system and where cesspools have to be used , the same shall be 
built at a distance of not less than 10 meters from wells, cisterns, bedrooms, and 
kitchens, or as far as possible therefrom within the limits of the property, but the 
director of sanitation shall be notified in order that he may dictate in each case the 
requirements of such construction. Said cesspools shall be kept proof against inun- 
dations from rainfall. In both cases said installations shall fulfill the requirements 
set forth in the regulations governing plumbing, approved September 5, 1912. 

Sec. 16. The owner or agent of any house or edifice must have drains and cesspools 
cleaned before they get too full and overflow. He shall also see that said drains and 
cesspools are treated with quicklime, calcium chloride, creoline, or any other disin- 
fectant, when the service of sanitation shall, for any special reason, so require it. He 
shall also see that any deficiencies in the construction of water-closets, latrines, drains, 
or cesspools which may be the cause of troublesome emanations be corrected. 

Sec. 17. Garbage and other household refuse shall be deposited in metal recep- 
tacles, which shall be provided with handles and with a tight-fitting cover, the said 
receptacles to be in good condition, free from cracks and holes through which the 
contents may leak out. They shall be placed at the greatest possible distance from 
the living rooms, provided that said garbage and refuse may be burned every 48 
hours, when the 'house or edifice has sufficient and appropriate land pertaining to 
it upon which said burning may take place without detriment to public health. 

Sec. 18. In no case shall hogs or pigs be allowed to be kept in yards, corrals, or 
environs of any house or edifice within the urban zone or within a town nor within 
a distance of 100 meters from the limits of said urban zone or of a town, provided that 
this disposition does not apply to the corrals of the slaughterhouses. 

Sec. 19. The installation of stables and barns within the urban zone or in a town 
shall not be authorized unless these same shall be built in well-ventilated sites and 
shall be maintained in accordance with the specifications set forth in the rules and 
regulations governing the construction and making rat proof of all buildings and out- 
houses in the island of Porto Rico, approved July 11, 1912. 

Sec. 20. If barnyard fowls are kept within the urban zone, a rat-proof feeding place 
shall be built, the floor of which shall be at least 2 square meters, shall be made of 
concrete and may be covered with clean sand or gravel. The walls shall be sunk 
in the ground to a depth of 2 feet and extend 1 foot above the level of the floor. The 
floor and walls shall be at least 4 inches thick, the sides and roof shall be of one-half 
inch mesh wire netting or of any other rat-proof material. It shall be provided with 
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only one door, which shall be kept closed except when in use for the ingress and 
egress of the fowls. It is essential that the fowls be fed only within this inclosure. 

Sec. 21. When, upon inspection by the service of sanitation as referred to in sec- 
tion 1 of these rules and regulations, any house or edifice or part of the same shall 
for any reason be found to be unhealthy, the director of sanitation shall inform the 
owner or agent of the said house to this effect in writing and shall fix a period of time 
within which the work of repairs or improvements must be finished, said limit of 
time to be fixed according to the importance of the work to be done . If at the expi- 
ration of the said period the work shall not have been completed, the director of 
sanitation may declare said house or edifice or part of same to be uninhabitable, and 
may order its closure within a period of not less than 30 days, and it shall be kept 
closed until the work is completed. 

Sec. 22. The owner or agent of any house or edifice which is occupied by two or 
more families who live in separate parts shall be responsible for any infringement 
of these regulations not otherwise provided for herein, which may occur in connec- 
tion with the parts of the house in common use, such as vestibules, yards, staircases, 
cisterns, wells, and alleyways, without prejudice to the action which for open viola- 
tions of the regulation in each case is hereby conferred in favor of the owner or agent 
against the tenant or person who is found to be directly responsible. Equally, the 
owner or representative of any untenanted house or edifice shall be responsible for 
any infringement of these regulations which may take place in connection with 
same. Tenants of houses, apartments, flats, or edifices shall also be responsible for 
the infringements of these regulations which may occur in the other parts of the house 
or flat, and which are not included in the previous paragraphs. 

Sec 23. No houses or edifices within the urban zone or within a town or within 100 
meters of one or the other shall be allowed to be built, rebuilt, totally or partially, or 
changed or altered unless the plans for same shall have been presented to the director 
of sanitation for approval. Said plans shall be presented in triplicate, one copy of 
which will be retained for the files of the service of sanitation. The plans shall con- 
tain a detailed account of the arrangement and dimensions of the foundations, floors, 
and roofs, and if the director of sanitation so wishes he may demand other details. 
If asked for, specifications and explanations shall accompany said plans. If reenforced 
concrete or steel frames are used, the dimensions of all details shall be presented. 
Latrines or water-closets must be indicated in all plans. If the same are not approved, 
the defects and means for correcting the same shall be noted on the plans and the same 
returned to sender within a period of 10 days, provided that nothing in this section 
shall be understood to be contrary to the dispositions of the department of the interior 
and the municipal ordinances governing construction plans now in force. 

Sec. 24. No newly built house or edifice which has been reconstructed or altered, 
partially or completely, may be utilized until the same shall have been inspected by 
the service of sanitation for the purpose of ascertaining whether the approved plans 
have been duly carried out, the said inspection to take place within a period of 10 days. 

Sec. 25. Every newly constructed house or edifice shall have an open space which 
shall be used as yard, said space to be in the proportion of 20 per cent of the area 
built upon. 

Sbc 26. In houses or edifices UBed as dwelling places the capacity of each room 
shall be not less than 22.75 cubic meters. They shall receive their light directly 
from street, yard, garden, or passageway, the total area of the doors and windows shall 
be not less than one-fifth of the area of the floor of each room, and at least one-fifth of 
the area of the openings shall be disposed of in such manner as to insure ventilation 
when the doors and windows are closed. The total area of the floor of each room shall 
be at least 7 square meters, the width of the same shall be not less than 2J meters, 
the height from floor to ceiling shall be not less than 3.25 meters, and the length shall 
sior exceed twice the altitude. 
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Sec. 27. The height of every house or edifice measured from the middle point of its 
racade.between the level of the sidewalk and the roof line shall not exceed the follow- 
ing dimensions taken with relation to the width of the road or street: A height of 20 
meters for a road or street not exceeding 10 meters wide ; a height of 30 meters for a road 
or street not exceeding 15 meters wide; and a height equal to twice the width for a 
road or street exceeding 15 meters wide. 

Sec. 28. Every newly built house or edifice of more than three stories shall be made 
fireproof and shall be provided with a fire escape on each floor. 

Sec. 29. The floors of the ground-floor rooms shall be raised above the level of the 
yard, and this in turn above the street level, and where this is not feasible, direct 
authorization shall be given by the department of sanitation, who shall dictate the 
measures necessary to be adopted in each case with relation to these regulations and 
shall see that they be obeyed. Said floors shall be built of concrete or other approved 
impermeable material, the right being reserved to floor same with boards in rat-proof 
style. Where wooden floors for the lower-story rooms are allowed, they shall be 
constructed in accordance with sanitary regulation No. 3, entitled "Rat proofing of 
all buildings and outhouses in Porto Rico, as amended January 2, 1913." The floors 
of courtyards shall be made of cement or other impermeable material and shall have 
sufficient slope to insure drainage, provided that there may be spaces for grass plots 
or flowers if the same are kept in good condition. 

Sec. 30. The discharge pipes from roofs, sheds, flat roofs, water-closets, urinals, 
sinks, and drains shall be of cast iron or such other material as shall be approved 
by the director of sanitation, and their location shall be approved by the director of 
sanitation. 

Sec. 31. The room, in which a latrine is installed shall be in the yard or in any 
other light and well-ventilated place, the floor shall be of concrete or other imper- 
meable material, and the total area shall be at least li square meters. It shall be 
provided with a door of proportionate size and with an opening 60 centimeters square 
immediately beneath the roof or covering. "Where there is no aqueduct, said place 
shall be completely separated by a partition wall from the kitchen, dining room, 
sleeping rooms, and pantry. 

Sec. 32. Every infraction of any of the provisions of these regulations shall be 
punished in accordance with the provisions of section 33 of "A law to reorganize the 
service of sanitation," approved March 14, 1912, and in defect of this shall be liable 
to punishment as under the Civil Code. 

Sec. 33. Every ordinance or regulation not in accord with this regulation is hereby 
annulled. These rules and regulations shall have the force and effect of law as soon 
as approved by the executive council and promulgated and published in accordance 
with the provisions of section 13 of "A law to reorganize the service of sanitation," 
approved March 14, 1912. 

Rat Proofing of Buildings. (Proclamation Jan. 28, 1913,) 

The following amendments to sections 2, 4, 7, and 10 of Sanitation Rules and Regu- 
lations No. 3, as promulgated in Administrative Bulletin No. 45, having been approved 
by the Executive Council on January 24, 1913, are hereby promulgated for the infor- 
mation and guidance of all concerned: 

Section 1. Sections 2, 4, 7, and 10 of the rules and regulations entitled "Sanitary 
Rules and Regulations No. 3, governing the construction and making rat proof of all 
buildings and outhouses in the island of Porto Rico," approved July 11, 1912, are 
hereby amended in the following manner: 

"Sec. 2. In houses and buildings already constructed the following rules shall be 
observed: 

"Dwelling houses and buildings intended for dry goods stores, warehouses, or fac- 
tories therefor, dressmaking establishments, banks, and offices which have the floor 



